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meet your neighbor

Paranormal Investigator

Written by Pat Halsten, resident; 
photos by Tim Zima Photography and by Angela Rosenberg. 

Angela Rosenberg of Wayzata doesn’t 
sport a Ghostbusters jumpsuit; if you 
ask her “Who you gonna call?” she 
may roll her eyes. But her avocation 
does get that reaction sometimes. An-
gela is a paranormal investigator and 
leader of the Twin Cities Paranormal 
Society (TCPS). “I get strange looks,” 
she admits. 
 
TCPS is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to investigating paranormal 
phenomena in the Twin Cities 
area. Their motto is “Paranormal 
investigations with a critical eye and 
an open mind.”
 
TCPS is the only local group certified 
by The Atlantic Paranormal Society, 
the nation’s top paranormal organiza-
tion, whose website gets 40 million 
visitors a year. Founders of TAPS, 
Jason Hawes and Grant Wilson, are 
stars of the TV series Ghost Hunters. 
TAPS also broadcasts Beyond Reality 
Radio on WCCO-AM. 
 
The 11 members of TCPS come from 
varied backgrounds, and include 
spiritualists and skeptics. All share 
genuine interest in the unexplained. 
“We’re all really passionate about it,” 
said Angela. Her fascination began in 
childhood, with spooky experiences 
at her great-grandmother’s. It was 
Ghost Hunters, though, that con-
vinced her that paranormal investi-
gation could be scientific, helpful to 
people and “not kooky.” She’s even 
received training since from Ghost 
Hunters’ Grant Wilson.  
 

The members of TCPS are unpaid enthusiasts. They pay an-
nual dues and their own expenses. All have day jobs. Angela is 
a brokerage marketing coordinator for commercial real estate 
firm Colliers International. All investigations are confidential and 
free. Contributions are accepted “but never solicited or expect-
ed,” she stressed. 
 
So, how do they get their cases? How many investigations have 
they done? “People contact us through our website (tcpsmn.org), 
by email, Facebook and phone. We get one to two inquiries a 
week,” Angela said. “Since starting in 2006, TCPS has conducted 
over 130 investigations at Minnesota homes, businesses and ho-
tels,” Angela said. (She joined in 2013.)
 
And, yes, Angela has seen ghosts. Her first experience was at a 
home in central Minnesota, where she glimpsed a dark-haired, 
angry young woman. The homeowners confirmed the woman was 
the figure they’d seen standing over their baby’s crib. There have 
been others.
 
Cases range from weird noises and mysterious sightings to in-
tense worry over hauntings. Top priority goes to any case involv-
ing children who feel threatened by something, Angela said.
 
First step in the investigation: Get a complete description of the 
spooky goings-on. Next, visit the home to rule out “normal” expla-
nations. An electromagnetic field (EMF) causing feelings of nausea 

and paranoia, for example, could come from an electrical box. Mys-
terious clanking pipes could be due to purely mechanical causes. 
 
Angela researches the site for past events that could trigger 
disturbances, digging through news archives, public records 
and historical documents. Then, using “an arsenal” of detec-
tion equipment, a team of three to four conducts a full, on-site 
investigation. Besides EMF, paranormal activity can appear as 
EVP (electronic voice phenomena): voices or sounds that are 
inaudible, but captured by high-tech recording devices. To avoid 
influencing them, Angela doesn’t tell the investigators if her 
research revealed anything. 
 
When a haunting is indicated, TCPS’s spiritualists work a cleans-
ing ritual. White sage, a healing and purifying herb used in many 
cultures, is wafted throughout the home to urge the spirit to 
leave, or put it to rest. The clients’ religious beliefs are often 
incorporated into the ritual. Yes, they have a record of success. 
 
Angela expresses empathy for clients. “I understand why people 
think they’re crazy when they think they’re being haunted.” And 
sometimes they’re terrified, she added. “It’s not just about chas-
ing ghosts, it’s about helping families – helping people understand 
what they’re going through.” 
 
So, if she and TCPS can bring them peace, they’ll make do with-
out the catchy theme song.

Angela Rosenberg: 


